CHAPTER XIX
ECONOMIC SURVEY
1   Vegetation
A3 would be expected there is a verj close relation
between rainfall and \egetation \\hich results in a
remarkable vanet> of plant types From the dense e\ ergreen
forests of the wetter valleys and lower mountain slopes to
the grass plains of the uplands and from the sub tropical
forms of the north to the sub arctic types ot the southern
highlands almost every type of plant life is represented New
Zealand is particularly \\ell endowed with hardwoods and
softwoods but the forests are rapidly receding before settle
ments and already some of the indigenous trees are becoming
exhausted The most valuable of these is the kauri a mag
mficent softwood attaining great dimensions \en slow in
growth and limited to the northern peninsula The chief
timber now obtained from the forests is the ntnu another
softwood which is largely exported to Australia In the
south various species of beech are the predominant t\pes
Apart from the timber of the temperate forests the chief
native plant of economic value is the \e\\ Zealand flax
(Phorwimm tenox) from the long blade like lea\es of which
a strong fibre is obtained
Probably one third of the whole surface of the islands is
covered with bush of some sort but the stands of good
timber trees do not exceed frve million acres Realizing the
very gra\e dangers of deforestation the go\ eminent has now
taken control of forest lands and in addition much planting
of European pines has been undertaken by private enterprise
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